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Friends of Music’s 26th season opens with vigor 
in Beethoven: For the Birders. With 34 musicians 
in the Two Rivers Chamber Orchestra, the breadth 
of instrumentation enables us to reach further — 
presenting works of great depth and complexity. 
Beethoven’s Pastoral and Respighi’s "The Birds" 
are joyful masterpieces layered with expression, 
rarely able to be performed so close to home. 

This ambitious concert fulfills a vision we’ve held for years — collaboration with 
our friends at Potomac Valley Audubon Society (PVAS). Many people in our circle 
also support and participate in PVAS activities and perceive a lovely congruence 
of missions. From musical excellence to land conservation to education, wide-
ranging activities find their initial stimulus in nature. Isn’t it a wonder how the 
beauty of our environment inspires art and stewardship?

Not only is this concert a portrayal of nature's vibrant symphony, but it also helps 
celebrate Friends of Music's sense of community. We surely feel the momentum 
of our supporters! The enthusiasm of members who are season ticket subscribers; 
the generosity of individual donors and corporate sponsors; and the investment 
of businesses that advertise in our program booklet carry us forward. We are 
filled with appreciation. 

Many of you are participating again after years of involvement. Thank you for your 
loyalty. Others are joining us for the first time this season. Welcome! May all of you 
be enthralled by the performances and enriched by the sense of connection you 
find here. Other wonderful concerts will follow this one — in November, March, 
April, and May.

Please enjoy this tribute to the wild chorus of nature and the close ties  
of our community.

On a personal note, I owe a debt of gratitude to Judy Jones, our Immediate Past 
President. Judy has been the perfect mentor. In training me for my new role as 
President, she has become a fast friend, and all will agree, she has guided Friends 
of Music to a position of refinement and stability that will benefit us for years to 
come. Thank you, Judy! Bravo!

Sincerely,

 
 
Heidi Johnston 
President, Friends of Music

WELCOME
TO THIS CONCERT

Heidi Johnston & Judy Jones
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Jed Gaylin joined us as Music Director of the 
Two Rivers Chamber Orchestra in 2012 after a 
nationwide search. He has been a tremendous 
asset ever since, making an enormous 
difference in the quality and creativity of the 
orchestra’s programming and performances, 
and this year his title has been expanded to 
Music Director of Friends of Music. We are 
lucky to have him!

Jed's approach to music, musicians, and life-lived-
large is rare: It includes an old-world commitment 
to study and depth of conception, combined with a 
welcoming presence and warm engagement — both 
on and off the podium.

Orchestra members and soloists often recount how 
Jed's rehearsals and performances elicit their very best, 
not only individually but collectively. His dedication to 
exploring music's fullest potential in a collaborative spirit 
reaches beyond the stage to draw the audience into 
the creative act. Listeners feel engaged as participants 
in an eloquent musical conversation.

Jed is also the music director of the Hopkins Symphony 
Orchestra in Baltimore and the Bay Atlantic Symphony in 
New Jersey. In addition, he is principal guest conductor 
of the Cape May Music Festival. His numerous guest 
appearances include the St. Petersburg State Symphony, 
National Film and Radio Philharmonic (Beijing, China), 
Shanghai Conservatory Orchestra, Bucharest Radio 
Orchestra, Academia del Gran Teatre del Liceu (Barcelona, 
Spain), Eastman School of Music Broadband Ensemble, 
and many others. 

He earned both a Bachelor of Music in piano and a Master 
of Music in conducting at the Oberlin Conservatory, and 
a Doctor of Musical Arts in conducting at the Peabody 
Conservatory. He attended the Aspen Music Festival 
as a conducting fellow. Among other honors, he has 
received a National Endowment for the Arts grant and 
the Presser Music Award. His conducting teachers have 
included Frederik Prausnitz, Leonard Slatkin, Jahja Ling, 
Murry Sidlin, Paul Vermel, and Michel Singher, and, for 
piano, Lydia Frumkin.

He lives in Baltimore with his wife, poet Lia Purpura, and 
their standard poodle, Dasha. 

For more information, visit his website at jedgaylin.com.

JED GAYLIN
MUSIC DIRECTOR

"Generous" is the 
word listeners and 
performers use time 
and again to describe 
conductor Jed Gaylin's 
approach to the 
orchestra, the score, 
and the audience. His 
joyful abandon and 
probing intellect 
combine to create 
powerful programs, 
compelling 
interpretations, and 
evenings that are 
fresh and exuberant. 
The legendary 
conductor George 
Szell said: "In music 
one must think with 
the heart and feel 
with the mind." Jed 
Gaylin embodies this 
maxim abundantly  
and passionately.
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VIOLIN 1

Heather Austin-Stone 
CONCERTMASTER

Salvatore Amadeo
Tommy Atkinson
Andrew Nixon

Marjory Serrano
Tyler Garner

VIOLIN 2

Petr Skopek  
PRINCIPAL 

Jason Labrador
Renee Nutwell

Deborah Stotelmyer

VIOLA

Jason Diggs 
 PRINCIPAL

Matthew Gattuso

CELLO

Camilo Pérez-Mejía 
PRINCIPAL

Alyssa Moquin
Alan Saucedo
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Ray Irving  
PRINCIPAL

Wendy Hellman

FLUTE 

Barbara Spicher

FLUTE & PICCOLO
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THE TWO RIVERS  
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
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CLARINET

David Drosinos
Shawn Buck

BASSOON

Lynn Moncilovich
Liz Massey

HORN

Daniel Carter
Kyle Pompei

TRUMPET

Doug Wilson
Faith Kirschling

TROMBONE

James Martin
Nate Lease

TIMPANI

Andrew Tucker

CELESTA

Yu-Hsuan Liao

HARP

Tula Ruggiero
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Heidi Johnston, Realtor
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Robert C. Byrd Center

TO PROMOTE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF  
REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY

EXPLORE. LEARN. ENGAGE

•	 Archives that preserve our nation’s 
legislative history

•	 Research resources for scholars  
and students

•	 Public programs that bring  
democracy to life

•	 Student internships that  
inspire the next generation

byrdcenter.org | 213 N King St, Shepherdstown WV

“�The Byrd Center advances 
representative democracy by 
promoting a better understanding of 
the United States Congress and the 
Constitution through programs and 
research that engage citizens.”
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HistoricShepherdstown.com

On the National Register of Historic Sites 

HISTORIC  
SHEPHERDSTOWN 

MUSEUM
Located at the historic Entler Hotel,  
Corner of German & Princess Streets

Open April through October and  
during Christmas in Shepherdstown 

Saturdays 11-5  & Sundays 1-4

The Entler and its lovely garden 
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parties, and other events.
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304.876.0910 
HistoricShepherdstown.com

 THE ENTLER
Perfect for Weddings & Events
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hsc1786@gmail.com
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BEETHOVEN: FOR THE BIRDERS

Ottorino Respighi (1879–1936) — Gli uccelli ("The Birds"),  
Suite for orchestra, P. 154

1. Preludio
2. La colomba ("The Dove")
3. La gallina ("The Hen")
4. L'usignuolo ("The Nightingale")
5. Il cucù ("The Cuckoo")

—  I N T E R M I S S I O N  —

Ludwig von Beethoven (1770–1827) — Symphony No. 6  
in F major, Op. 68, Pastoral

1. �Awakening of Cheerful Feelings upon Arrival in the  
Country — (Allegro ma non troppo)

2. Scene by the Brook — (Andante molto mosso)
3. Merry Gathering of Country Folk — (Allegro) 
4. Thunderstorm — (Allegro)
5. �Shepherd's Song. Happy and Thankful Feelings after  

the Storm — (Allegretto)

THE  
PROGRAM
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OTTORINO RESPIGHI
Born in Bologna, Italy in 1879; died in Rome in 1936

Gli uccelli ("The Birds"), Suite for Small Orchestra, P. 154

1. Preludio

2. La colomba ("The Dove") 

3. La gallina ("The Hen") 

4. L'usignuolo ("The Nightingale") 

5. Il cucù ("The Cuckoo")

By the late 19th century, composers throughout Europe were rediscovering 
older music. In Italy, for example, the older forms being adapted and 
celebrated ranged from the plainchant of the Roman Catholic Church 
and Gregorian chant of Medieval times to the exquisite music of Italy's 
Baroque composers such as Scarlatti, Corelli, and Pergolesi, as well 
as many other lesser-known musicians. The great Italian composer 
Ottorino Respighi was one of those engaged in this rediscovery. And 
although he is typically remembered for his three gigantic Rome-centric 
orchestral tone poems (particularly The Pines of Rome), he was also 
very much in the avant-garde of composers who shared a keen interest 
in early music. Respighi used many "rediscovered" melodies from his 
"ancient" forebears and recast them into more modern instrumental 
and harmonic dressings. Starting with his 1902 Suite for Strings, he 
then achieved some certain popularity with his three instrumental 
suites collectively entitled Ancient Airs and Dances (composed in 
1917, 1923, and 1932).

Perhaps Respighi's most enjoyable foray into older music was his  
Gli uccelli (The Birds), composed in 1928, a gloriously fun instrumental 
suite celebrating and recasting several Baroque composers' evocations 
of bird songs. (Respighi had already established himself as a great 
admirer of birdsong: He created one of the most groundbreaking and 
enchanting moments in modern symphonic history when he insisted that 
the first performance of his Pines of Rome in 1924 include a phonograph 
recording of an actual Italian nightingale. This was the first time recorded 
sound was used in a classical music concert.)

PROGRAM
NOTES
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For his Gli uccelli, Respighi uses a small, Baroque-sized orchestra and 
begins with a Preludio (Prelude) based on a melody from a harpsichord 
suite by one of Italy's most influential keyboard players of the middle 
Baroque period, Bernardo Pasquini (1637–1710). While we bask in this 
lovely melody of old, Respighi cleverly also uses this Preludio to introduce 
bits of the bird songs that he will feature in the following movements, 
delightfully evoking birds in all their quirky glory. After a brief and regal 
introduction, at just under a minute, the violins begin a series of quickly 
repeated pitches with the violin bows bouncing off the strings to evoke 
a sort of manic pecking. Embedded in the pecking, the violins and flute 
erupt in chirpy upward squeaks, followed by the sound of a cuckoo, 
then a birdlike chattering from the trumpets, and then a fluttering of 
wings in the clarinets and, at just after two minutes, a marvelous section 
of unbridled flight with rapid notes in the violins. The Preludio comes to 
a gallant close as it returns to the regal music of the opening melody.

The second movement, La colomba ("The Dove"), employs a tune that 
Respighi discovered in the works of the Parisian Baroque lutenist and 
composer, Jacques de Gallot (ca. 1625–ca. 1695). Gallot was one of his 
era's greatest lute players and known for musical portraits of his human 
contemporaries as well as of animals, including an alluring composition 
entitled "Dove." For his own "Dove," Respighi uses the oboe to represent 
this most gentle of winged creatures, making Gallot's original tune sing 
with gentleness and mournfulness. The harp strums and plucks gently 
with a nod to Gallot's lute. To give his Dove even more character, Respighi 
has the violins play high, warbled pitches at what seems to be random 
moments, allowing for the bird's tendency to flitter back and forth to 
shine through. Especially enjoyable is the way the melody tracks all 
around the orchestral instruments — through the basses, flutes, violins, 
and clarinets — while the flittering warbles grow and spread, as if the 
Dove is in conversation with the whole bird kingdom. At last, all flutter 
away into the sky to end the portrait.

In the third movement, La gallina ("The Hen"), Respighi quotes from the 
French musician, Jean-Phillippe Rameau (1683–1764). Rameau was one 
of the great composers and theorists of the Baroque era, perhaps most 
famous today for his 1722 monograph entitled Treatise on Harmony, 
a scientifically based music theory book on which all modern study in 

PROGRAM NOTES
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Western music theory is based. But Rameau was equally renowned as a 
composer, and Respighi turned to Rameau's engagingly fun composition 
entitled La poule ("The Hen," or "gallina" in Italian) from a 1727 harpsichord 
suite. The main theme here is a manic bird-pecking motive, borrowed 
from Rameau, that Respighi hinted at in his Preludio. (Rameau directed 
this motive to be played "like a hen pecking for bugs on the ground," 
accompanied by surprised [accented] little chirpy clucks.) Respighi, 
however, ups the ante: He drops us into an entire field of fidgety, jerky, 
wildly beautiful feathered hens and creates a comically dramatic sense 
of seriousness to all their cavorting. Soon, this hen motive is heard nearly 
everywhere in the orchestra, even in the lower registers, suggesting that 
the roosters are marching into the pecking joy, too, creating an absolutely 
magical fantasy. The magic ends, appropriately, with a muted trumpet 
call evoking the beginnings of a rooster crowing. 

The tune for the fourth movement, L'usignuolo ("The Nightingale"), 
comes from the very early Broque period in Holland when the great 
blind composer Jacob van Eyck (c. 1590–1657) wrote a piece for solo 
recorder that reimagined an old folksong entitled "Engels Nachtegaeltje" 
("English Nightingale"). The nightingale's song clearly bewitched Respighi 
— we've already noted that he used a phonograph recording of it in the 
premier performance of his Pines of Rome. Here, this movement opens 
with mystery and surreal beauty. Beginning with low, long-held notes in 
the horns and basses, the strings begin to slowly pulse and undulate, 
growing from their depths and building higher in range, depicting the 
deep and dark of the depth of night. Shortly, the flute plays van Eyck's 
extremely popular and catchy Nachtegaeltje folk tune outright — a lyrical 
tune that wanders like an improvisation — accompanied by a good-
natured countermelody in the bassoon. While the string undulations 
tumble gently onward, Respighi adds more winds to the tune, some 
of them beginning to warble and wiggle, like the growing chorus of 
birdsong before sunrise. The addition of the celeste (a metallic keyboard 
instrument) adds a delightfully magical sound to this chorus. Eventually, 
the tender and graceful song of this beautiful bird fades out, as do the 
strings, into silence of night.

The final movement of Gli uccelli returns to another tune, Il cucù  
("The Cuckoo") by the Italian composer Pasquini whose Preludio inspired 

PROGRAM NOTES
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Respighi's first movement. Here, Respighi borrows an exquisite 1698 
Pasquini harpsichord composition called "Toccata con lo Scherzo del 
Cucco." This Toccata was a piece of many faces — from the almost giddy 
recitation of the two-downward-note call of the cuckoo bird to flights of 
magisterial splendor and frolicking runs of notes — all combining to create 
a masterful piece of light-spirited entertainment. It's no wonder Respighi 
was drawn to this work, and he upholds its multifaceted qualities, while 
also giving it a rather cinematic grandeur. As the music dashes about, 
with grandness to fleet flashes of fanciful rhapsodizing, the cuckoo's call 
returns consistently, yet never predictably, sung out by every instrument 
in some fashion or another. It's comical and wonderful. As this marvelous 
musical aviary ends, Respighi returns to Pasquini's music of the Preludio 
to recount all the birds that flew through his suite, and to end, lastly, on 
a note of great and valiant cheer.

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN
Born in Bonn in 1770; died in Vienna in 1827

Symphony No. 6 in F major, Op. 68, "Pastoral"

1. �Awakening of Cheerful Feelings Upon Arrival in the Country —  
(Allegro ma non troppo)

2. Scene by the Brook — (Andante molto mosso)

3. Merry Gathering of Country Folk — (Allegro) 

4. Thunderstorm — (Allegro)

5. �Shepherd's Song.  Happy and Thankful Feelings After the Storm — 
(Allegretto)

Beethoven's Sixth Symphony, the Pastoral, is filled with charm and 
gratefulness, the light of the sun through summer leaves, and the grace 
and quietude of nature observed, as well as a little bit of stormy drama and 
a sprinkling of levity. When one regards Beethoven, with all his scowling 
portraits and allusions to monumental struggle in his Fifth Symphony, 
hearing his Sixth comes as a complete surprise.  

As with his Fifth Symphony, the essence of the composition had been 
germinating in Beethoven's mind for many years. His busy city life in Vienna 
was increasingly counterbalanced by long sojourns to its parks and out 

PROGRAM NOTES
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into the countryside, and especially in the lovely town of Heiligenstadt, 
where in the summer of 1808 he escaped to finish the Pastoral. As he 
wrote to a friend, "No one can love the country as much as I do. For 
surely woods, trees, and rocks produce the echo that man desires to 
hear." The composer, now truly suffering from his increasing deafness 
and dissatisfaction with human nature, found some of his greatest joy in 
nature that he captured in the expression he knew best – music.

Beethoven himself chose the name Pastoral for his Sixth Symphony as 
well as each movement's subtitle, and together they suggest a "program," 
or narrative series of scenes shaping a perception of the work. As such, 
the Pastoral is regarded as one of the first successful "programmatic" 
symphonies in the Classical repertoire — a fundamental structure that 
would soon dominate symphonic writing in the Romantic era. But despite 
these programmatic allusions, Beethoven cautioned against pictorial 
precision. In the brief, and rare, program note that he provided for its 
premiere, Beethoven called the Pastoral "… more of a matter of feeling 
than of painting in sounds… no picture, but something in which the 
emotions are expressed that are aroused by the pleasures of the country." 
His subtitles evoke, in a metaphysical way, the psychological essence of 
what being in nature meant to him, honoring nature's "music" with his 
own. Even so, Beethoven provides a few obvious, and delightful, musical 
representations in this symphony. The result is Beethoven at his happiest 
and most tenderhearted.

In the first movement, "Awakening of Cheerful Feelings…", Beethoven 
focuses on this gentle vein with quietness, repetition, and a relaxed (or, 
as the musicologist Donald Tovey called it, "lazy") pace. The mood is 
exquisitely peaceful, and Beethoven seems to blissfully luxuriate in the 
simple repetition of themes: one little five-note descending motive is 
repeated 80 times. And the harmonic pace of the movement is also on 
holiday; for example, near the middle of the movement, the key (B flat) 
lollygags for some 50 measures before Beethoven moves to a new key 
(of D). All this contentment-in-your-bones nurtures us, calms us, and 
brings us into nature's pacific realm. And this will be the spirit pervading 
the whole symphony.

PROGRAM NOTES
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The second movement, "Scene by the Brook," contains some especially 
lovely naturalistic representations. The first one can be heard in the 
opening measures — a slow and sauntering triplet figure is played by 
the second violins, violas, and cellos representing a flowing brook. The 
brook gathers a little speed as Beethoven doubles the triplet's rhythm. 
Most beautiful here is the melody in the first violins above the burbling 
of the lower strings — as if the sojourning Beethoven is simply basking in 
nature's delights. It's some of the sweetest music in the entire symphony. 
And just before the end, some delightful imitations of birdsong arrive in 
an unlikely little quartet. The birds themselves are identified by Beethoven 
in the conductor's score: a nightingale, a quail, and a cuckoo are played 
by the flute, oboe, and two clarinets, respectively.

The third movement, "Merry Gathering of Country Folk," is Beethoven 
at his most witty. His friend Anton Schindler remembered something 
Beethoven had observed:

Beethoven asked me if I had noticed how village musicians often played in their 
sleep, occasionally letting their instruments fall and keeping quite still, and then 
waking up with a start, getting in a few vigorous blows or strokes at a venture, 
although usually in the right key, before dropping to sleep again.

It’s likely that Beethoven is making musical jokes at the musicians' expense 
in this movement. Although the "Gathering" begins in a relaxed way, quite 
soon the instruments start getting a little out of hand in volume — making 

L.A. Roberts Jewelers

Est. 1918

PROGRAM NOTES
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"Merry" indeed. Shortly, at about one minute into the movement, this 
friskiness leads to some overzealous French horn heralding, and it's a 
gloriously fun moment. Perhaps Beethoven was having the horns wake up 
the bassoonist, for as the next section immediately begins with a chirpy 
little tune in the oboe, the sleepy bassoon apparently can manage only 
two different pitches in accompaniment.

The fourth movement, "Thunderstorm," is another of the famous musical 
representations in this symphony. It's a marvelous moment, too, crafted 
as a kind of "Meanwhile, as the band is engaged in their frivolity, a storm 
is brewing on the horizon." Without a break, the country musical scene 
cuts to pianissimo (very quiet) tremolos (quickly repeated bow strokes 
creating a shimmering effect) in the basses, evoking the electricity that’s 
quivering in the atmosphere. The storm builds up rather quickly. To 
capture it, Beethoven uses thunderous timpani, piercing piccolo chirps, 
and, as the storm passes directly overhead of the now shelter-seeking 
country folk, the trombones sound out with a colossally dissonant set of 
chords to create the storm's blistering climax.

As the storm gradually subsides, Beethoven creates one of the loveliest 
moments in any of his symphonies. Out of the shivering tremolos arise the 
oboes; then, without any pause, the final movement, "Shepherd’s Song. Happy 
and Thankful Feelings after the Storm," opens up musically through the winds, 
then horns, and then the strings, like the breaking of the clouds and the glow of 
the sun spilling through the storm clouds and across the earth. The symphony 
ends in this happy radiance 
with a beautiful hymn-like 
theme, and as the essayist 
Basil Lam astutely observed, 
it's Beethoven's thanks to "… 
the Creator …, not for ending 
the storm, but for the glory 
of Nature, of which the storm 
is a part."

© Max Derrickson

PROGRAM NOTES
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU
TO OUR PRINCIPAL ORCHESTRA CHAIR SPONSORS

 
Alice & Neal Barkus 

CONCERTMASTER

Ann & Anders Henriksson 
HORN

Judith Miller Jones 
CLARINET

Donna & Charles Printz Jr. 
OBOE

Mary Ruos 
SECOND VIOLIN

John M. Shank 
CELLO

Vicki & Peter Smith 
FLUTE

Mary J. Stanley Charitable Fund 
TIMPANI

Dale & Henry Walter 
VIOLA

Roy Winkel 
BASSOON

 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

Dedicating contributions to the Two Rivers Chamber Orchestra 
in this way helps to ensure that we have a full complement of 

exceptional musicians leading the different orchestra sections.

Some additional chair sponsorships are still available.  
To find out more contact Friends of Music President  

Heidi Johnston at president@friendswv.org
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 Nova Alternative Wellness 
 Downtown Shepherdstown, WV 

 Melissa Savory & Tim Lisbon 

 Stressed? Overwhelmed? Pained? 
 Reiki, Massage, Hypnosis & More 

 therapist@novaalternativewellness.com 
 304-860-0701 

 Remote options available! 
 “We see things others may not!” 

Nova Alternative Wellness

Brightside Landscape Design & Hardscapes

Brightside LLC
Landscape Design  
& Hardscapes

Brian Marsh Owner

P.O. Box 637 | Ranson, WV 25438 
 | www.BrightsideLLC.com

Call Us Today for A FREE Consultation at 
304.728.8557 or 301.580.7282
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Nature Boys Landscape & Construction

The Hot Button Gallery 
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Call us at 304-870-4038

DeFluri's Fine Chocolates

Morgan Lawn Services

113300  NN  QQuueeeenn  SStt           MMaarrttiinnssbbuurrgg  WWVV

DDeeFFlluurrii’’ss  
FFiinnee  CChhooccoollaatteess

304-264-3698

Chocolate connoisseurs shop where it’s made!

  You’re sure to find your 
favorites among the more than 

75 luscious chocolate selections 
that we make.

  Decadent truffles, silky creams, 
sea-salt caramels, marzipan, 

and oh so many more!
We are sheer paradise!

We’ve got a great selection of
sugar-free chocolates as well.

Tues - Fri - 11am to 6 pm Saturday - 11 am - 4 pm

defluris.com

Discover the finest, freshest, award-winning chocolates crafted !right here

304-676-9537

80 Volunteer Way Shepherdstown WV 25443

www.morganlawnservices.com

Water Fountains
 

Pond-less Waterfalls
 

Outdoor Lighting
 

Patios
 

Fire Pits
 

Retaining and Seating Walls
 

Dry River Bed's
 

Design / Installation / Maintenance
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU
TO OUR MAJOR GOVERNMENT, FOUNDATION, AND 

CORPORATE SPONSORS FOR THE 2025–2026 SEASON
 

BENEFACTOR LEVEL SPONSORS 

West Virginia Department of Tourism and
the National Endowment for the Arts,

with approval of the West Virginia Commission on the Arts

The Eastern West Virginia Community Foundation’s
Detlev and Mary Ellen Preissler Fund  

for the Arts, Design, and Nature

Ecolab
Nora Roberts Foundation

Mary J. Stanley Charitable Fund
The Long Meadow Fund

 
SUSTAINER LEVEL SPONSORS

John Gibson, DDS—Family Dentistry
Heidi Johnston, Keller Williams Realty

Marion Park Lewis Foundation for the Arts

 
PATRON LEVEL SPONSORS

City National Bank
Jefferson Security Bank

Pill & Pill, PLLC
Ian Thom Foundation

 
WE'RE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Many of the good things that happen in the Eastern Panhandle 
wouldn't be possible without the exceptional generosity of 

community-spirited organizations and businesses like yours.
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HIT YOUR
 HIGH NOTE

     

     
      

        
        LIVE LIFE IN FULL HARMONY

(304) 596-0750 
HarmonyAtMartinsburg.com 
13857 Apple Harvest Drive 
Martinsburg, WV 25403

ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

EXPERIENCE YOUR 
VIP TOUR TODAY!

7 1 3 5  6 8 3 0   3 4 3 2 4 0

A D M I T  T W O

T O U R  D E T A I L S

Arts education is a national priority. According to the latest survey from 
Americans For the Arts, 92% of American adults believe that it's important 
for students to receive an education in the arts (including dance, media arts, 
music, theater, visual arts, and literature). 86% agree that the arts should also 
be taught outside of the classroom, in the community.

SUPPORT THE 

ARTS!
www.friendswv.org

Arts education is a 
national priority.

Friends of Music
PO Box 220 Shepherdstown, WV 25443
www.friendswv.org  |  info@friendswv.org

Harmony at Martinsburg
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The Old Opera House Theatre Company

American Conservation  
Film Festival

Trinity Episcopal Church

Trinity Episcopal Church
Services: 8AM & 10AM Sunday

8 AM Wednesday

All Are Welcome 

www.trinityshepherdstown.org
304-876-6990

200 West German Street
Shepherdstown, WV 25443

The Press Room

Open Thursday - 
Monday at 5pm

Reservations 
Recommended

pressroomwv.com

Save the date  
for our 23rd year 

March 13-15, 2026

The Chicken-Fried-Fabulous  
Spa-Dee-Dah Sisterhood 

September 5-14, 2025

Little Shop of Horrors 
October 16-26, 2025

Israel Horovitz’  
A Christmas Carol 
December 4-14, 2025

The Nutcracker 
December 19, 20, & 21, 2025

Arsenic and Old Lace 
February 6-15 2026

Women of a Certain Age 
March 20-29, 2026

She Loves Me 
April 24 - May 3, 2026

New Voice Play Festival 
June 19, 20, & 21, 2026

2025-2026 SEASON

For tickets and more information: 
OldOperaHouse.org
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Muscular Skeletal Therapies, Inc. Greentree Associates

Briarwood Dental Center
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Heidi Johnston 
PRESIDENT

Robert Murphy 
VICE PRESIDENT

Tim Whetzel 
SECRETARY

Barbara Zingg 
TREASURER

Judith Miller Jones 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Tina Burns
Piper Dankworth
Ann Henriksson

Heather Marshall
Robert Murphy

Peter Smith
Phyllis Smock

Elisabeth Staro
Sherry Sykes

Jed Gaylin 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Lauren Frick 
ADMINISTRATOR

Lillian Wilkins 
SCOTT BEARD INTERN FROM THE  

SHEPHERD UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MUSIC

www.friendswv.org • info@friendswv.org

FRIENDS OF MUSIC 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025–2026
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SPRING MILLS                  
88 Cordial Court  
681-242-6030
MARTINSBURG                
 1700 W. King Street  
304-264-4500
MARTINSBURG                 
255 Administrative Drive  
304-264-4520
INWOOD                  
142 Sader Drive  
304-229-0400 BankAtCity.com

CHARLES  TOWN             
1034 S. George Street   
304-725-9787
RANSON                 
75 West Virginia Way  
304-724-9155
BERKELEY SPRINGS    
149 N. Washington Street  
304-258-4343

We love
OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY

Proud supporter of 
the arts community.

always something different

106 West German Street
(next to the Sweet Shop)

evolveshepherdstown@gmail.com
s o m e t h i n g n e w  

e v e ry w e e k!

106 WEST GERMAN STREET

(NEXT TO THE SWEET SHOP)

evolveshepherdstown.com

City National Bank

Evolve ShepherdstownOpera House Shepherdstown
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409 Howard Farm Road

Shepherdstown, WV 25443

P 304-876-6519

F 304-870-2134

karen@khkcpa.tax

www.khkcpa.tax

Karen Hacker Kinnett, CPA

Shepherdstown Pharmacy

Kinnett CPAs, Inc.Bridge Gallery 

Windward Blooms

Shepherdstown  
Pharmacy
7670 Martinsburg Pike
Shepherdstown, WV 25443

304-876-9966

M-F 9am - 7pm
Sat 9am - 2pm
Sun CLOSED

Your locally owned, 
hometown pharmacy for all 
your medical needs!

RX
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GRANTS
The Eastern West Virginia Community Foundation's Detlev and Mary Ellen Preissler 
Fund for the Arts, Design, and Nature
Ecolab   |   Ian Thom Foundation   |   The Long Meadow Fund   |   
Marion Park Lewis Foundation for the Arts   |   Mary J. Stanley Charitable Fund
Nora Roberts Foundation
West Virginia Department of Tourism and the National Endowment for the Arts,  
with approval of the West Virginia Commission on the Arts

Sustainer Corporate Sponsors 
($1,000–$2,499)

John T. Gibson, DDS—Family Dentistry
Heidi Johnston, Keller Williams Realty

Patron Corporate Sponsors 
($500–$999)

City National Bank
Jefferson Security Bank
Pill & Pill, PLLC

MAJOR CORPORATE SPONSORS

OUR SUPPORTERS 
2025-2026 SEASON

July 1, 2025 to  
September 10, 2025

We are deeply grateful to everyone who supports us!

Benefactors
(Over $2,500)

Alice and Neal Barkus
Judith Miller Jones
John M. Shank, in memory of  
Joseph Matthews

Sustainers
($1,000–$2,499)

Ann & Anders Henriksson
Donna & Charles Printz, Jr.
Mary Ruos
Vicki & Peter Smith
Dale & Henry Walter
Roy Winkel

Partners
($250–$499)
Carol & Marty Kable
Romana Lawrowycz
Mary O’Hara
Elisabeth Staro
Tim Whetzel

Cultivators
($100–$249)
Anne D’Alauro
Linda Spatig & Marty Amerikaner
Margaret & David Coe
William White & Paul Edenfield
Diana E. Eldridge
Sharon Henderson
Betse Hinkley
Nan Johnson
Ella Mose

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
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Betty & Peter Mulford
Leah & David Rampy
Judy Rand
Phyllis & Ray Smock

Friends
(Up to $99)
MaryEllen & Alan DeBord
Mary J.C. Hendrix
Diane Kradel
Teresa & Robert Schwarzhoff
Chris Craig & Ed Wheeless

In-Kind Contributors
Bolivar Bread Bakery
Food Lion
Effie Kallas
Martin’s
Mark Muse
Peter Smith
Weis

Members
($175 per person)
Linda Spatig & Marty Amerikaner
Edwinna Bernat
Aileen Boyd & Gerard Blake
Dannie Wall & Wayne Braunstein
Tina Burns
Cindy Emmans & William Byxbee
Eleanor Finn & Bill Carrigan
Margaret & David Coe
Piper Dankworth
MaryEllen & Alan DeBord
Georgia DuBose
William White & Paul Edenfield
Diana E. Eldridge
Sarah & Samuel Fink
Nancy Hall
Iris & Gary Heichel
Sharon Henderson
Mary J.C. Hendrix
Ann & Anders Henriksson
Alice & Kenneth Hill

Nan Johnson
Heidi & Daniel Johnston
Judith Miller Jones
Susan Kemnitzer
Kathy Pike Klein
Carol & Bruce Lapham
Romana Lawrowycz
Heather Marshall
Meg & John Menke
Luanne & Bob Murphy
Mary O’Hara
Robert D. Perantoni
Leah & David Rampy
Judy Rand
Carolyn Rodis
Teresa & Robert Schwarzhoff
Zelma Buskell & Alan Scott
Dennis Shaw
Dana Smiles
Vicki & Peter Smith
Phyllis & Ray Smock
Elisabeth Staro
Lou Ann Stovall
Sherry Sykes
Dale & Hank Walter
Regina & James Welch
Chris Craig & Ed Wheeless
Tim Whetzel
Rie Wilson
Roy Winkel
Barbara & Robert Zingg

Thanks to all for your generous 
support of the Friends of Music!

If any of our listings are inaccurate or 
incomplete, please let us know so we  
can correct our records.
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2025 - 2026   
CONCERT SCHEDULE

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 27 & SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 28,  2025

TWO RIVERS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
7:30 pm Saturday • 3:00 pm Sunday 
Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church, Shepherdstown, WV

BEETHOVEN: FOR THE BIRDERS
Ottorino Respighi (1879–1936) — Gli uccelli ("The Birds"), Suite for orchestra, P. 154

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER 15,  2025

TWO RIVERS STRING QUINTET
7:30 pm Saturday 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Shepherdstown, WV 

DOUBLE DOWN: TWO CELLOS, 20 STRINGS
Franz Schubert (1797–1828) — String quintet in C major
Luigi Boccherini (1743–1805) — String quintet in C major, La musica notturna  
delle strade di Madrid (“Night music of the streets of Madrid”)

SATURDAY,  MARCH 28 & SUNDAY,  MARCH 29,  2026

TWO RIVERS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
7:30 pm Saturday • 3:00 pm Sunday 
Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church, Shepherdstown, WV

GUITAR MANIA
Featuring guest artist Junhong Kuang, guitar 

Antonio Vivaldi (1678–1741) — Guitar Concerto in D major
Heitor Villa-Lobos (1887–1959) — Concerto for Guitar & Small Orchestra
Franz Schubert (1797–1828) — Symphony No. 5 in B-flat major
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Note: All programs subject to change.

SATURDAY,  APRIL 18 & SUNDAY,  APRIL 19,  2026

MUSIC OF THE REGIMENT
7:30 pm Saturday  
Trinity Episcopal Church, Shepherdstown, WV 

3:00 pm Sunday  
Happy Retreat, Charles Town, WV  
(�This matinee performance will be ticketed separately by Friends of Happy Retreat;  
to purchase tickets from them go to their website at www.happyretreat.org)

EQUAL TO ANY BAND IN THIS COUNTRY
Intended as part of Jefferson County’s celebration of the 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence, the program will feature music from the time of the 
Revolutionary War.

SATURDAY,  MAY 30 & SUNDAY,  MAY 31 ,  2026

TWO RIVERS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
7:30 pm Saturday • 3:00 pm Sunday 
Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church, Shepherdstown, WV

DOUBLES ANYONE?
Osvaldo Golijov (Born 1960) — Last Round 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) — Concerto for two violins in D minor
Antonin Dvorak (1841–1904) — Serenade for Strings, Op. 22
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Our Friends of Music season is being presented in part with 
generous financial assistance from the West Virginia Department 
Tourism and the National Endowment for the Arts, with approval 
of the West Virginia Commission on the Arts. 

We're very grateful for their support!

CELEBRATING THE GENEROUS 
SUPPORT OF OUR SEASON
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